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So much great Orchard LTC news to report on 

this year!  League successes, tournament 

winners, juniors, social tennis -  it is a little 

difficult to know where to start.  Here goes!  

Congratulations to Datchworth Teams 1 and 2 

and the Menõs 2nd Team - all of whom won 

their respective divisions.  Well done to Aleem 

Cummins for managing these teams through to 

victory.  However, for Aleem, I suspect these 

successes donõt quite match the joy he felt in 

finally wrestling the Orchard Menõs Singles 

title away from Adam Reid this year.  Other 

notable champions include Danielle West, 

Clare Robinson and Adam Reid, each winning 

two titles.  Also Rae Walter and Paul Ketchley 

for their success against Gill Gunnell and 

Peter Williams in winning (borrowing?) the 

Vets Mixed title from Sue Neville and Graham 

Barnes.  Full details of the Club Championships 

(many of the winners and runners -up shown in 

the photo) can be found 

on the club website.  

The Club Championships 

this year also saw the 

introduction of Mini 

Red, Orange and Green 

tournaments.  Just how 

fantastic was that, 

seeing the enjoyment on 

the faces of the 

participating children 

and their parents.  Well 

done to Steve Pantall for introducing and 

arranging these events.  Also well done to 

everyone who reached the finals and many 

congratulations to the winners.  

Other successes include the brilliant 

performances by some of our top players in 

the WGC Championships, with Orchard players 

winning four of the five senior competitions.  

Huge congratulations to Clare Robinson.  

Please see Carlõs article below for more 

information on our successes.  Next year will 

be interesting with Welwyn Tennis Club 

seeking their revenge.  

The other real highlight of the season for me 

has been the popularity and success of social 

tennis following its move to Sunday mornings.  

Letõs hope the weather is forgiving through 

the winter and that we continue to see the 

same numbers.  We have also had a number of 

very enjoyable social tournaments during the 

summer, which we hope to repeat next year.  

Finally, just to thank the committee again for 

all their efforts and excellent work in running 

the club.  Also many thanks to Kate Cox who, 

after many years, will be stepping down as 

Child Protection Officer.  If you are 

interested in taking over from Kate on this 

then please could you let me know.  

Hope you can all make it to the Annual General 

Meeting at 7.30pm Tuesday 10th November - 

cheese and wine provided.  

Dave Wesson 

We Are The Champions! - Chairmanõs Note 

Sunday the 16th September saw the 

finals of the Welwyn Garden City 

Championships, an annual knock-out 

tournament entered by club members 

in the Welwyn Garden City 

area.  Orchard players had already 

worked hard to earn places in all the 

senior finals with some tough battles 

along the way, and an excellent dayõs 

work saw them collect the lions share 

of the awards; Clare Robinson leading 

the way with ladies singles and doubles 

(with Clare Smith) and the mixed 

doubles with Adam Reid, who also 

collected the menõs doubles with Carl 

Jackson but was just pipped for the 

menõs singles by Matt Robins from 

Welwyn. Darius Hulme also picked up 

the under 12 boys singles title. 

Congratulations to all the Orchard 

players for showing Welwyn we are the 

best in town!.  

WGC Championships  Carl Pullen 

October 2009  

Winners Adam Reid, Clare Robinson and Clare Smith  


